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REMARKS 



After entry of ibe above wnendmerts, the clainis pending in die subject application are 
24^L Reconsideration of this applJcation based on the AmendmeuB and Reniarks presented 
herein is respectfully requested. 

Claims 24, 3J, and 37 have been amended to recite that the "associative thickener 
comprises a dipropylene glycol monoatkyl ether and optionally a polyurethane-based assodaiive 
thickener, wherein ihe alkyl in the dipropylcne glycol monoaUcyl ether is at least one of n-pentyl 
and n-hexyl". Support for the amendment can be found at page H, line 15. 

35 U.S.C- §102 REJECTIONS 

Claims 24-28, 30. and 35-36 were refected under 35 U.S.C, §102(b) as being anticipated 
by SP905157 to Doolan et al. 

EP905T57 does not disclose the claimed dipropylene glycol monoalkyl ether. Therefore, 
it is respectfiilly submitted that claims 24-28, 30, and 35-36 are not anticipated by EP905157 to 
Doolan et al. 

Claims 24-26, 28-30, and 35-36 were rejected under 35 U.S.C §102(b) as being 
antidpalKd by United States Patent No. 5,698,628 to Masuda et al. 

Masuda '628 only discloses dipropylene glycol monometbyl ether, dipropylene glycol 
monobujyl ether, and dipropylene glycol isobutyl efher (column 14, lines 52-53). Masuda '628 
does not disclose the claimed dipropylene glycol monoalkyl etlier. Therefore, it is respectfully 
submitted that claims 24-26* 28-30, and 35-36 arc not anticipated by United States Patent No.. 
5,698,628 to Masuda et al. 
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aamiB 24-30 and 35-36 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as being anticipated by 
United States Patent No. 5,726,244 to McGee et al. 

McGee '244 only discloses dipropylene glycol butyl etber (coluinn 6, lines 12-13). 
McGceW does not disclose the cldweddipropylene glycol monoalkylethe^^ Therefore, it is 
i^pect&Uy submitted that claims 24-30 and 35-36 axe not anticipated by United States Patent 
No. 5,726;244 to McGee et al. 

Claims 24-41 were rejec1:ed under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as being anticipated by United 
States Patent No. 5;204,401 to Anderson, Jr. et al. 

Anderson '401 only discloses dipropylene methyl ether, dipropylene ethyl ether, 
dipropylene propyl ether, and dipropylene buiyl ether (column 4, lines 48-50), Anderson '401 
does not disclose the claimed dipropylene glycol monoallcyl ether. Therefore, it is respectfully 
siAmitted that claims 24^1 are not anticipated by United States Patent No. 5,204,401 to 
Anderscm, Jr. et al- 

35 §103 REJECTIONS 

Claims 24-41 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
combination of EP905157 to Doolan et al.. United States Patent No. 5,698,628 to Masuda et aJ., 
United Stales Patent No. 5,726,244 to McGee et al ., and United States Patent No. 5,204,401 to 
Anderson, Jr. et al. 

From above, none of the cited references disclose the claimed dipropylene glycol 
roonoalkyl ether. The combination of the references does not disclose or suggest the claimed 
dipropylene glycol monoalkyl ether. Therefore, it is respectiiJly submitted that claims 24-41 are 
patentable over the combination of EP905157 to Doolan et al.. United States Patent No. 
5,698,628 to Masuda. et al.. United States Patent No. 5,726,244 to McGee et al., and United 
States Patent No. 5,204,401 to Anderson, Jr. et al. 
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In view of lie amendmenis and remarks coniained aljove. Applicant respectfully request 
reconsideration of tbe application, ^drawal of tfae 35 U.S.C, §102 ajd §103 rejections, and 
request that a Forojal Notice of Allowance be issued for claims 24^1. Should flie Examiner 
have any questions about the above remarks, die undersigned attorney would welcome a 
telephone calL 



Respectfully submitted, 

Michael F. Morgan, Esq. (Reg. No. 42,906) 
(248) 948-2355 
BASF Corporation 
26701 Telegraph Road 
Southfield, Ml 48034-2442 

Date; 
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